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This study compared the choices of rural and urban high school students along education and 
employment using selected socio-economic profiles as correlates of choices. The conceptual 

framework of the paper was anchored on an article written by McCracken and Barcinas (1991) 
which compared the characteristics and aspirations of rural and urban schools in the Ohio, USA. 

The objective of the study was to determine which correlate/s provided the drive or push for the 
student to make the choice. The Binary Logistic Regression Model was used to analyze which 

among the correlates provided the push factor to make the choice. The result of the study showed 

differences on the probabilities of rural and urban high school students in making the choice. 
The correlates that are found to be significant are sex, the mother’s and father’s educational 

attainment of the students, and the number of siblings, both for the rural and urban high school 
students in varying degrees. For instance, the responses were compared between rural and urban 

high school students on their belief that they can find them employment opportunity abroad 
given their choice of degree. For rural high school students whose fathers are college graduate 

or more, the higher their father’s educational attainment, they tend not to believe that their degree 
can help them find work abroad, while urban high school responses were the exact opposite, the 

higher the educational attainment of their fathers, it increases the probability of the student to 

make the choice of working abroad because of their chosen degree. This insinuates, that rural 
high school student whose fathers have higher educational attainment may tend to stay in the 

Philippines (and may manifest tendencies to seek work opportunities in key cities near their 
provinces ), while urban high school students may have a greater tendencies to work abroad, due 

largely to their father’s educational attainment. Another significant finding of the study shows 
that sex is a significant determinant of the choice to take a job not related to their degree. Male 

high school students in both schools are likely not to take jobs in the Philippines that are not 
related to their course. 

 

In contrast, urban high school male students are likely to take jobs abroad that is not related to 
their course, which is different from the rural male high school, who choose not likely to take 
jobs abroad not related to his course. While this are just preliminary findings, this exploratory 
work on determining which correlates provided the push factor for choices made by student 
along their choice of education and work environment, provides encouraging results to dig 
deeper in understanding socio-economic variables as predictors of tendencies to migrate. The 
conclusions drawn from the study may not necessarily represent the whole Philippines, or the 
rural and urban high schools. The study recognizes the limitations on the number of cases 
analyzed in the study. 
 

  
 


